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Carleton University

Yannick Abouem

My name is Yannick Abouem and, despite my appearance and
name, | am ltalian. | was born in Mirandola in Italy. My mother is
Italian while my father is from Cameroon. | lived in Italy for 16 years
until we decided to move to Canada. | have been living in Ottawa for
three years. I'm currently a first-year student in the Computer
Science program at Carleton University. My aspirations for the future
are to get my degree in computer science and then specializing in
quantum computing. After my degree | plan to work as a researcher
at the university or for a private company.
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Rosa De Koker

My name is Rosa De Koker and | am a third-year student studying
Public Affairs and Policy Management at Carleton University. | am
specializing in Human Rights and Development studies, which | hope
will aid in my future career aspirations. Long term, | would love to
become a Child Advocate Attorney, as | have always had a passion
for working with children and an appreciation for law and human
rights. In addition to my studies, | have an interest in sports,
community involvement, and travelling! One of my favourite quotes to
live by is “Be stronger than your strongest excuse,” and | believe this
has incommensurably benefited me. Although life can be challenging
at times, | choose to look at the difficulties in my life as opportunities
to grow and look forward to overcoming the next obstacle in my life
journey!
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Erin Lange

My name is Erinand I'm currently in my third year at Carleton
University. | am working towards my Bachelor of Science degree with
a major in chemistry and a minor in ltalian, and this year | am
fortunate enough to be participating in an academic exchange
abroad at Arizona State University in Phoenix, Arizona. | am
interested in research and have been able to gain experience in this
field with both the DSRI and NSERC USRA research awards. | am
strongly considering a career in research so after completing my
undergraduate degree next year, | am planning on pursuing a
master’s.

Outside of school, | do competitive Irish dance. I've competed at the
regional, national, and world level of competition, and this summer |
will be travelling to Nashville, Tennessee for the North American Irish
Dance Championships.
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Maria Joaquina Lima Larrazabal

My name is Maria, | am Venezuelan. | am currently majoring in
Political Science with a concentration in Public Affairs and Policy
Analysis and minoring in ltalian at Carleton University. Throughout
my life, | have participated in extracurricular activities including
valuable volunteer experiences. | am very passionate to learn about
cultural diversity, paradigms, and analysis of current national and
international political phenomena. | believe my chosen program will
enable me to improve our current social system. As well, learning
Italian has fascinated me by the musicality of the language. My
Italian classes have enabled me to get to know better the culture
which will help me learn how to interact with people with different
backgrounds and allow me to become successful in the country’s
future international relations.
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Alfredo Porco

My name is Alfredo Porco, and | am currently a third-year student at
Carleton University studying global and international studies. | am
proud to call myself a second-generation Italian Canadian and
diligently maintain my cultural roots with family and friends. My
heritage is Canadian, ltalian, and Venezuelan, and | take pride in
keeping my proficiency and knowledge in these languages. Later
next year, | will hopefully be entering my graduate studies to obtain a
master’s in diplomacy. After my studies, | hope to work in the foreign
service to represent Canada and its interests abroad. | am grateful
for receiving this bursary from the National Congress of Italian
Canadians Foundation.
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UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA

Francesco Fazzari

Francesco is a second year medical student at the University of
Ottawa. He graduated from Queen’s University with a Bachelor of
Science Honours in Life Sciences, and from the University of Toronto
with a Master’s of Science in pancreatic cancer research. He aspires
to become an oncologist because of the widespread impact of
cancer has had on his family and the global community. His
involvement with the Italian-Canadian community was born from
following in the footsteps of his nonni, Italian immigrants who have
always been active members of his community in Vaughan. Today,
his community involvement continues with Hospice Vaughan
which has deep roots in the ltalian-Canadian community. He is well
connected to his Italian heritage; he enjoys learning and continuing
family traditions such as making tomato sauce, He recently learned
how to make homemade pasta from his nonna and hopes to beat
out her ravioli.
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