
LA BEFANA

La Befana is a witch who brings good children treats 
on the morning of the Epiphany, January 6. But if 
you were bad, look out – you may wake up to a lump
of coal.

La Befana, a witch-like woman riding on a broom, 
refused to join the Wise Men on their journey to see 
the baby Jesus. When she regrets her decision, she 
sets out to bring gifts to the Child but never finds 
him. Instead, she leaves gifts for other children. 
Italian children leave out their shoes or put up 
stockings for the Befana to fill on January 5th, 
Epiphany Eve.
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