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INTRODUCTION
Guido Nincheri’s paintings are narrative and symbolic. The elements have to be analyzed and derive the
unifying theme of the message within.  In this case it centers on the idea of being blind not only as a
physical sense but also in a spiritual and rational sense. 

The scene shows Jesus leaving Jericho towards his final journey to Jerusalem. Encountering the two blind
men He heard their cry “O Lord son of David have mercy on us”.  Having compassion on them he leaned
over and cured them. This aspect reflects understanding and the power of faith. 

Superimposed on this scene is a group of blind men that symbolize the social conditions of the artist time
and the result of human decisions. It is a message that permeates throughout history and is applied to our
present situation of rapid social and technological development. 

The painting is divided into six sections that are united by a series of parables reflecting Jesus’ life and
teachings as read in the four Gospels.

The natural landscape and the buildings profile of Jericho
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The crowd exiting Jericho to follow Jesus
The central grouping of the blind leading the blind
The figure of Jesus curing the blind men that waited outside of the walls of Jericho
The praying woman and a young boy leading a donkey carrying his two blind siblings.
In the distant landscape a series of posts show ownership of land. 

The natural landscape and the buildings profile of Jericho

Jericho is a Jordan Valley Oasis at 237 meters below sea level and about eight kilometers west of the river
Jordan.  An underground spring provided irrigation water for thousands of years to the area leading to the
development  of  farmland on  its  rich  alluvial  soil.  Its  region  during  Roman  times  was  known for  the
production of date palm, wine, spices, and rare aromatic plants. Such as  persimmon whose perfume in
Roman times was considered to drive men wild. 
 
Seen in the painting, in front of the town, are palm trees.  Beyond, along the road from Jericho, behind the
group of the blind men, is a grove of Sycamore trees that was an important food supply mentioned in the
Old Testament. The tree had multiple uses from its wood and, its fruit was a source of food. Its healing tea
made from its leaves and its syrupy sap was like Maple syrup. Its gigantic canopy and trunk provided
refuge for  man and its  animals.  Further,  there is  a stand of  eucalyptus trees noted for their  medicinal
properties. In the distance, the land is dominated by the surrounding mountains, and its lowlands show
farming activity by the presence of fence posts.

The profile of the city shows elaborate architecture pointing to its reputation of being the residence of
Jerusalem aristocracy and housing the 12000 priests and Levites that served in the Temple of Jerusalem.
During the reign of King Herod the Great, the city and its surroundings were an important agricultural,
commercial  and administrative center.  It  was connected to Jerusalem by a 28 kilometers road used by
merchants, armies, pilgrims, including priests and Levites.1

The beauty of the Jericho valley is a metaphor of man’s use of the natural  world and a lesson of the
importance to safeguard nature rather than misuse it at our peril.

“Jesus is said to have passed through Jericho twice: when he cured the two blind men (Mark 10:46-52, Matt
20:29-34) and when he converted Zacchaeus, the tax collector (Luke 19:1-10). The historical Jesus would
have walked the Jericho road on the final stretch from Galilee to Jerusalem through the Jordan Valley and
across the Judean Desert.2”

Reference
1 https://steemit.com/travel/@exploretraveler/sycamore-tree-in-ancient-israel 
1https://iblog.dearbornschools.org/riverajela/wp-content/.
2  https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/places/related-articles/road-to-jericho

The crowd exiting Jericho to follow Jesus

Matthew 20:29
29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 

In both of the accounts of Matthew 20:29-34 and that of Luke 19:1-15, we learn the reaction of some of the
crowd towards the two blind men and the Tax collector Zacchaeus that welcomed Jesus in his home.
These people were either annoyed or critical of their intrusions; all that they wanted to see miracles.
They did not understand Jesus’ message of love, acceptance, forgiveness, tolerance, and inclusiveness.
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The parable of the Sower illustrates this problem. The human heart is like receptive soil to the seed of
the Word of God. The soil that the seed fell on represents four categories of hearers' hearts,  four
different reactions to the Word of God: the hard heart, the shallow heart, the crowded heart, and the
fruitful heart. To emphasize the point of understanding Jesus’ message, the man in front of the crowd
points to the group of the blind men symbolizing a warning to people that follow individuals who
practice false ideas.

The Blind Leading the Blind

He also told them this parable: "Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? (Luke
6:39)

 Guido Nincheri, in inserting the group of blind men leading the blind subtly refers to the past and future
consequences  by  irresponsible  men  creating  directives  whose  results  led  to  disaster.  To  quote  the
introduction to Barbara W. Tuckman’s  The March to Folly:

“A phenomenon noticeable throughout history regardless of place or period is the pursuit by governments
of policies contrary to their own interests. Mankind, it seems, makes a poorer performance of government
than of almost any other human activity. In this sphere, wisdom, which may be defined as the exercise of
judgment  acting on  experience,  common sense  and available  information,  is  less  operative  and more
frustrated than it should be.  Why holders of high office so often act contrary to the way reason points and
enlightened self-interest suggests? Why does intelligent mental process seem so often not to function?”

To illustrate the point, he uses the analogy of the Pharisees. They were so overly concerned with the rituals
of the Temple and the observance of the rules of external behavior such as dietary laws but did not live up
what they taught. By their example, they prevented the opportunity to understand the simple truths about
man and God.
 
In Mark7:5-7 Jesus said, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 'This people honors
Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.
 
Therefore, "They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch."
Matt 15:14
 
 

The painting executed in 1929 reveals the artist's sensitivity to the social effects that occurred immediately
after WWI that changed the social fabric of the old generation and created a new social and economic optic
during his time. This is seen in the sightless young man leading the blind, and in the pained expression of
the artist’s face behind the group. 
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Figure 1
 
The young man leading the group (fig. 1) symbolizes the many soldiers who had gone to war in 1914,
believing in heroism and nobility of Trench warfare. Their wartime experience changed these ideals to
anger and disbelief  in the older  generation by sending them to the trenches where great  sacrifice had
brought little gain. In general, they represent the youth of all ages that follow national leaders only to be
disillusioned or due to their immaturity and lack of experience lead to disaster. It is illustrated by the rise of
the totalitarian states of Nazism, and Fascism in the 1930s whose policies led to WWII.

Figure 2  God and the angels of baptism

To further emphasize the effect of WWI, the artist depicted the horror of WWI in the 1916 decoration of
the Baptistery of St.Viateur. It is seen in the pained expression of God looking down on the dark clouds that
symbolize the Battle of the Somme of April 25 1916 whereupon 24,000 Canadian soldiers lost their lives.
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NOTE   Today’s youth have no idea of the horror of that war.
See on Google:  Canadians at the Battle of the Somme in 1916, and in particular the photographs of the
conflict. Remember the meaning of "eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918

The second is the pained expression of the artist whose empty eyes look into an unknown horizon. He was
particularly affected by a coercive decision by the churchwardens to paint on the sanctuary vault of the
Italian church Notre Dame de la Defense a representation of the Lateran Pact of 1929 that gave the Vatican
an independent status.
 
The fresco that he completed in 1932 had to include the Vatican clergy and the representatives of the
Fascist State. In his mind, a political affair had no place to be represented in a church but in an embassy or
in the Casa d’Italia in Montreal. 

Figure 3 The ND de la Defense cupola fresco

This feeling of betraying his principles was shown in a series of five stained glass windows depicting the
Last Supper in Corpus Christi church in Toronto.  These unique windows done in 1929, the artist painted
himself as Judas Iscariot the apostle that betrayed Jesus. (fig. 4)
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Figure 4 Guido Nincheri as Judas Iscariot seated in front of the table

The result of painting the fresco was painful for him. The Canadian authorities considered him a Fascist
and arrested him in 1942 to spend three months in Petawawa concentration camp.  On the grounds of his
apolitical  views,  he  returned  to  his  artistic  work  in  Montreal.  To prove it,  Giulia  Bandinelli  his  wife
presented to the judge the original watercolor portrayed the role of the church in the world, showing the
Virgin Mary as the protector of humanity. It was intended to be an inspirational painting to glorify Mary,
the patron of the Servite Order.
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Figure 3
 
The other blind men (Fig.3) represent another aspect of the coming disaster of WWII. They are young,
confused, and do not know where they are going. It was a period of social confusion that heralded the
coming Depression and the international tensions of the time. This attitude is even more prevalent in the
21st century where there is much discord among people and governments.
 
In total the blind men represent a period of uncertainty characterized by the words of Jesus: And many false
prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will
grow cold. ( Matthew 24:11)

 The power of faith. The healing of the two blind men
 
The scene corresponds to Matthew 20:29-34 quoted below.
 
“29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind men were 
sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on us!”
31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David,
have mercy on us!”
32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
33 “Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.
34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and 
followed him.”  Matthew 20:29-34
 
The blind men, knowing Jesus fame, hearing that he was passing by, they cried out for help. Having their 
sight restored they were rewarded for their persuasion and confidence in Jesus powers. We derive from this
tale to be open to Jesus teachings and to follow him and not like the Pharisees who refused to see what was 
before their eyes.
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The artist adds the praying woman and the blind children riding a donkey, led by the older brother. As they 
are seen approaching Jesus, they represent us when we pray with faith, for spiritual guidance, or to 
overcome difficulties in our daily lives.

"The Way to Christ" Pope John Paul II warned against "mechanical prayer" and pointed out the need for
self-reflection before prayer. And in his message for the 42nd "World Day of Prayer" he said: 
"We have to learn to pray: as it were learning this art ever anew from the lips of the Divine Master himself,
like the first disciples: 'Lord, teach us to pray!' (Lk 11:1)."   And he replied: “But whenever you pray go into
your room, close the door, and pray to your Father in secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, will
reward you.”  )Matthew 6:5-6)   1

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer_in_the_Catholic_Church#Learning_to_pray

The distant landscape showing land ownership
 
The artist in adding fence posts on the distant landscape provides us with another symbolism. The Parable
of the Vineyard illustrates the behavior of the Jewish religious Leadership and the Passion of Our Lord.
The Parable appears in the three Gospel accounts (Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19). 
 
“In this Parable, there are six main characters: 1) the landowner—God, 2) the vineyard—Israel,  3) the
tenants/farmers—who beat  or  expel  the  servants  sent  by the  landowner.  4.  The servants  represent  the
prophets who remained obedient and preached God’s word to the people of Israel, 5) the son—Jesus, and 6)
the other tenants—the Gentiles.
 
In the latter part of the Parable, the landowner sends his son, believing that they will surely respect him.
But the tenants see an opportunity here; they think that if they kill the son, they will then receive his
inheritance. The law at the time provided that if there were no heirs, then the property would pass to those
in possession. (possession is nine-tenths of the law).  We derive two messages: first, are we like the tenants
that reject the teaching of Christ? Secondly, it is a prophetic message of His crucifixion on the part of the
Jewish religious leadership.” 2

2 https://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/parable-of-the-tenants-faq.htm

Conclusion

The artist, in this painting, exhibits a deep understanding of scripture message that he shows in a visual
form. It requires knowledge of history and Jesus' teachings. What we interpret in the scene has a timeless
message that applies to all humanity regardless of race, religion, and customs.
 
Science revealed to us the connectivity  of  all  creations that  our ancestors knew instinctively from the
beginning  of  thinking,  man.   This  notion,  as  we  have  embraced  the  materialism  of  the  Industrial
Revolution, was almost forgotten. Today, science has led us to understand the spiritual within us with that
of others. What we call today the Divine Matrix is only a confirmation of what the ancients believed.
 
We hope that external connectivity through technology will spur a spiritual introspective. That will lead
humanity to a peaceful world within our collective diversities.

"A book dedicated to the Art of Guido Nincheri resides at 
the Italian Canadian Historical Centre. 

 This book was donated by Luciano Pradal”
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