
Fabricio Aliaga
Giovanni Caboto Scholarship Award Recipient 2020-2021

Carleton University

My name is Fabricio Aliaga, I am currently a
second-year Computer Science Honours 
(Software Engineering) student pursuing a 
minor in Italian. My interest in Italian stems 
from my strong roots in Milano, and my 
insatiable fascination with languages. Italian,
Portuguese and Spanish are to me some of 
the most beautiful and interesting languages 
ever to grace the world, and they are my 
three main languages of independent study. 
In Italia, also lies two other languages of 
interest for me, those being Neapolitan and 
Sicilian. Apart from my studies in Computer 
Science and foreign languages, I also 
volunteer for the Carleton Disability 
Awareness Centre and I am currently 
pursuing individual efforts to promote 
disability awareness, by the use of a website 
and a forum that I’ve created. Once I have 
completed my degree, I plan to use my 
knowledge in Computer Science to work for 
a non-profit organization, either promoting 
disability awareness or working closely with 
a civil rights organization in the United 
States. To me, working for an organization 
that promotes human rights, justice and 
liberties for all would be the most fulfilling 
way to utilize my talents.



Vivian Ibbott

Giovanni Caboto Scholarship Award Recipient 2020-2021

Carleton University

“Buongiorno! Il mio nome è Vivian, and I am a second-year journalism student at 
Carleton University completing a Combined Honours Degree in both Journalism 
and Communication and Media Studies. My mother is Italian, and it was my 
Nonna and Nonno who had the courage, perseverance and vision to uproot their 
lives and come to Canada. Because of it, I am here today, for which I am very 
grateful. I hope to embody their characteristics as I continue on in my career and 
life, and as I venture out and try to find my path. As I venture, I hope I find time to 
travel, eat, learn and find my passions in life. Ciao!” 



Ambra Tescione

Giovanni Caboto Scholarship Award Recipient 2020-2021

Carleton University

My name is Ambra Tescione, and I am from Rome, Italy. I moved to Canada in 
2014 by myself, seeking a better quality of life and, hoping that once I would 
become a citizen, I could allow my mom to come live with me in Ottawa. I come 
from a problematic area of Rome, filled with financial and safety challenges. 
Therefore, I decided to start a new life in Canada; I took my Disability Diploma in 
2017 here and now have almost completed my second year of the Bachelor of 
Social Work at Carleton University. I am very grateful for everything I have 
accomplished in Canada and all the opportunities I have been given. For those 
reasons and for my huge passion for helping others, I have been a developmental 
support worker since 2016. In my future career, becoming a social worker will 
support me with the desire to make changes within society and government 
policies in regard to social justice.



Charlotte Parry
Giovanna Panico Memorial Bursary Recipient 2020-2021

Carleton University

My name is Charlotte Parry and I am a second-
year student studying Law at Carleton
University. I am concentrating in Law, Policy
and Government and minoring in Greek and
Roman Studies. After completing my
undergraduate, I would love to either go to Law
school to hopefully become a lawyer and
eventually a judge. If not law school then I
would love to travel and attain a Masters. I am
British and moved to Canada 11 years ago with
my family. We have spent a lot of time
travelling and experiencing new cultures. This
has provided me with a passion for advocacy
and education. In addition to travelling, I have
an interest in community involvement and
learning languages. I have loved learning
Italian so far and it has tied together my interest
in Italian culture and language. While we are in
troubling times at the moment, I am excited to
continue my journey with education, travel and
hopefully will return to normalcy and continue
to diverse myself in other cultures and
experiences.



Celina DeBiasio
Giovanni Caboto Scholarship Award Recipient 2020-2021

University of Ottawa

My name is Celina DeBiasio, and
I am a third-year medical 
student at the University of 
Ottawa and proud Italian-
Canadian. As a future physician, 
I hope to provide person-
centred and culturally 
competent care. My drive, 
passion, and work ethic are all 
influenced by my family’s 
immigration experiences and 
Italian upbringing. I have 
incorporated my Italian heritage
into my studies by graduating 
from the University of Windsor 
with a minor in Italian Culture 
and Languages. 

Advocating for vulnerable populations including the elderly is important to me in 
part due to my strong family ties. I have been involved with the Windsor-Essex 
County Alzheimer’s Society, where I spent Saturdays leading recreational 
activities for seniors with dementia, many of whom were of Italian descent. I used
my Italian language skills that I developed through my education to help 
communicate with residents and teach the other volunteers and workers Italian 
phrases to use with program participants. I am sincerely grateful and appreciative 
of the support I have received from the Italian-Canadian community, especially 
the National Congress of Italian Canadians Foundation-Eastern Ontario and 
Outaouais District Inc. I am truly honoured to be a recipient of The 
Giovanni Caboto Scholarship and will continue to broaden my knowledge on the 
study of the Italian language, culture and history throughout my education.


